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Janmastami 2019  
Celebration    

by Ajita dasa | Regional Secretary - ISKCON Australia

Dear Devotees, 

Krishna is the Supreme Person, and as such, He can do whatever He likes without any constraints. As Srila Prabhupada states:  

The Lord does not create this material world at anyone’s request…If one argues. “Why does He act in this way?” the answer is that 
He can do so because He is Supreme…The answer is that to prove His omnipotence, He can do anything, and no one can question 
Him. If He were answerable to us concerning why He does something and why He does not, His supremacy would be curtailed.
Srimad Bhagavatam purport 7.2.39.

Krishna is beyond any material wrangling and can free us from all our problems at once.   
To do that, Krishna says we simply have to understand the nature of His birth and activities. 

An apparently easy solution, yet, how does one understand the Supreme person who is beyond the comprehension of the most 
refined senses such as the ones of the demigods and great sages? 

By Him, even the great sages and demigods are placed into illusion, as one is bewildered by the illusory representations of water 
seen in fire or land seen on the water. Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.1.

What hope do we have? 

But Krishna can and does whatever He likes. 

So are we chosen ones or people who choose?

We are not chosen ones, as some may propound. We are people who have chosen to understand Krishna, God, who is beyond any 
mundane logic, intellectual pursuit and pious merits. 

A devotee is one who chooses to adopt the process, to understand Krishna, given by Krishna Himself. This process is the 
congregational chanting of the holy name Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama 
Hare Hare. 

This process of chanting Hare Krishna can and will solve all problems at the root. As Krishna can do anything, so can His name 
because Krishna’s name is Himself in the form of sound. 

So on this auspicious Janmastami day let’s renew our vows to deepen our faith in the sincere gift Krishna has given us; His name. 

Srila Prabhupada was successful in his mission, unlike his Godbrothers, because of his faith in the holy name. As his followers, we 
should deeply understand the principle of chanting Krishna’s names and give it to others. 

This is the essence of Janmastami, facilitating others to see Krishna appear in the sound form of His name. 

Wishing you a wonderful Janmastami 2019, 

Your servant
Ajita dasa
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Janmastami 2019    
by Janardan dasa | Vice President - ISKCON Brisbane

Way back in the early 1970’s, when it was still normal to go for a swim in the Brisbane River, mullets and shaggy sideburns were all 
the rage and before State of Origin was a thing, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) was first introduced 
to Brisbane. Then in 1980, two devotees rented a house in St Lucia and started handing out vegetarian lunches to hungry students 
at The University of Queensland. Lord Krishna’s delicious prasadam had a powerful effect, and in 1985 a temple was established in 
Graceville.
 
Fast forward three and a half decades. Brisbane’s ISKCON community is now based at 32 Jennifer Street, Seventeen Mile Rocks, and 
has blossomed into a wonderful family of devotees who enthusiastically distribute prasadam, share Krishna’s Holy Name through 
kirtan and provide spiritual knowledge to the people of Brisbane.
 
On this most auspicious day, let’s thank Krishna for bringing us together into His glorious family.

Janmastami is the perfect day to leave unwanted desires and habits behind, the same way we dispose of yesterday’s newspaper. 
Today is a perfect day for new beginnings. On this perfect day, make a resolution to reciprocate with Sri Krishna’s magnanimity by 
taking up some service and developing better relationships with others who are also serving.

Krishna cannot be perceived through mundane vision, only through love. As we nurture love for Him by offering service, the Lord 
becomes more available to us. Although your life is busy with many important responsibilities, make a conscious effort to prioritise 
love over convenience. In this way with your help we might soon see this community, which was born back when the Brisbane River 
still had a hint of blue in it, grow up to shine so brightly that it becomes a spiritual beacon not only for Brisbane, but for the whole 
country.

Your servant
Janardan dasa



6

Janmastami 2019

Interview by freelance reporter 
Sandy Nixon, July 1975, Philadelphia

Interviewer: My first question is very basic. 
What is Krishna consciousness?

Srila Prabhupada:  Krishna means God. 
We are all intimately connected with Him 
because He is our original father. But we 
have forgotten this connection. When we 
become interested in knowing, “What is my 
connection with God? What is the aim of 
life?” then we are called Krishna conscious.
 
Interviewer: How does Krishna 
consciousness develop in the practitioner?
 
Srila Prabhupada: Krishna consciousness 
is already there in the core of everyone’s 
heart. But because of our materially 
conditioned life, we have forgotten it. 
The process of chanting the Hare Krishna 
maha-mantra—Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, 
Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—
revives the Krishna consciousness we 
already have. For example, a few months 
ago these American and European boys 
and girls did not know about Krishna, but 
just yesterday we saw how they were 
chanting Hare Krishna and dancing in 

ecstasy throughout the whole Ratha-yatra 
procession [an annual festival sponsored 
by the Krishna consciousness movement 
in cities around the world]. Do you think 
that was artificial? No. Artificially, nobody 
can chant and dance for hours together. 
They have actually awakened their Krishna 
consciousness by following a bonafide 
process.  Krishna consciousness is dormant 
in everyone’s heart, and when one comes 
in contact with devotees, it is awakened.

Interviewer: Could you explain the 
meaning of the Hare Krishna mantra?

Srila Prabhupada: It is very simple. Hare 
means, “O energy of the Lord,” and Krishna 
means, “O Lord Krishna.” Just as there are 
males and females in the material world, 
similarly, God is the original male (purusa), 
and His energy (prakrti) is the original 
female. So, when we chant Hare Krishna, 
we are saying, “O Lord Krishna, O energy of 
Krishna, kindly engage me in Your service.”

Interviewer: Can one function better in 
society by becoming Krishna conscious?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, you can see that my 
disciples are not drunkards or meat-eaters, 
and from a physiological point of view they 

are very clean—they’ll never be attacked 
by serious diseases. Actually, giving up 
meat-eating is not a question of Krishna 
consciousness but of civilized human life. 
God has given human society so many 
things to eat—nice fruits, vegetables, 
grain, and first-class milk. From milk one 
can prepare hundreds of nutritious foods, 
but no one knows the art. 

Interviewer: One of the most difficult 
aspects of Krishna consciousness for an 
outsider to accept is the Deity in the 
temple—how it represents Krishna. Could 
you talk a little bit about that?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. At the present 
moment, because you have not been 

trained to see Krishna, He kindly appears 
before you so you can see Him. You can see 
wood and stone, but you cannot see what 
is spiritual. Suppose your father is in the 
hospital, and he dies. You are crying by his 
bedside, “Now my father is gone!” But why 
do you say he is gone? What is that thing 
which is gone?

Interviewer: Well, his spirit is gone.

Srila Prabhupada: And have you seen that 
spirit?

Interviewer: No.

Srila Prabhupada: So you cannot see spirit, 
and God is the Supreme Spirit. Actually, He 
is everything—spirit and matter—but you 
cannot see Him in His spiritual identity. 
Therefore, to show kindness toward you, 
He appears out of His unbounded mercy in 
the form of a wooden or stone Deity so that 
you can see Him.

Interviewer: Thank you very much.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krishna!

Srila Prabhupada 
Interview



Daily Program 

4.30 am Mangal Arati

5.00 am Tulasi Arati

5.10 am Group Chanting

7.00 am Deity Greeting 

7.10 am Guru Puja & Kirtan

7.30 am Srimad Bhagavatam Class

8.30 am Breakfast Prasadam

4.00 pm Arati

6.00 pm Evening Prasadam

7.00 pm Gaura Arati

Contact: Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm  Ph: (07) 3376 2388
facebook/ISKCONBrisbaneTemple
Address: 32 Jennifer St. Seventeen Mile Rocks QLD 4073
www.iskcon.org.au

Janmastami 2019 - Saturday 24th August
at Croatian Community Centre, 
164 Dunn Road, Rocklea  

For Sponsorship service please contact:
Krishna Bhavana dasi - Mob: 0435 920 081

ISKCON Brisbane Activities

Harinam Sankirtan in the City

Every Friday starting at 5.00 pm with 

a “sit-down” kirtan on Adelaide st close to 

King George Square on the same side. Then 

at 6 pm we share the ecstasy of Harinam with 

everyone on the streets.

Yoga Of Success Seminar

For information about seminar please contact 

 Syamarani dasi - 07 3376 2388    

(9.00 am to 1.00 pm) 

or  Mukunda Kumar dasa  - 0430 463 743 

Email: askmukesh@gmail.com

Urban Monk  

Youth preaching initiative at UQ, St Lucia. 

Every Wednesday from 6.00pm.

Contact: FB/UQUrbanMonk

uqurbanmonk@gmail.com

Bringing Krishna  into your Home

Devotees of ISKCON Brisbane Temple organise 

programmes in the comforts of your homes, 

to show how you can also progress towards 

perfection with ease.  Please contact: 

Sakhi-rai dasa: 0403 585 771 

Email: shreeji@in.com.au. 

Laksmi Priya dasi: 0417 433 823 

Email: logiepillai@gmail.com

Dauji dasa: 0415 123 931 

Email: drdip_au@yahoo.com

Gopal’s Glorious Gang 

 (Kids program on Sundays)

Having fun learning about Krishna, 

Kirtan, Plays, Sloka recitation, Puppet 

shows, Arati, Outdoor Activities, and 

much more...

From age 4 and above.

Please contact: Jayshree dasi 

at cainpng@yahoo.com

or Syamarani dasi: 07 3376 2388

Saturday Feast

Every Saturday at the Temple

Program: 5.00 pm - Bhajans 

6.00 pm - Class, 7.00 pm - Gaura Arati

7.30 pm  Prasadam feast  

Everyone Welcome!

Conscious Collective

Tuesday Meditation - 6:00 to 7:30 pm

Sunday Wisdom & Meditation - 6:00 to 7:30 pm

at  394 Montague Rd, West End 

FB/ConsciousCollectiveBrisbane

Acknowledgements
ISKCON Brisbane Temple Management would like to thank the following people for their contribution towards this Janmastami magazine:  
» Magazine Committee: Ramanuj dasa, Laksmi Priya dasi, Bhakti Candrika dasi, Divya-jnana dasa, Jigar Rana.  
» Devotees who provided articles, ads, or photos. » All our kind sponsors. » Special thanks to MP Jess Pugh for her message.

Sri Sri Gaura Nitai

ISKCON Brisbane Temple

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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For more information please visit : www.thespiritualscientist.com

Whatever name we prefer to give the Supreme Being Jehovah, 
Allah, Buddha, Shakti, Vishnu or Krishna the concept of a 
Supreme Creator is that He is of extraordinary attributes, and is 
universally attractive. 
The name Krishna means ‘the all-attractive One’. “Sarva 
akarshati iti Krishna” this describes the attractive nature of 
the Lord and so describes the absolute Truth, the supreme 
personality of Godhead, in full.

The Lord administers the world through the laws of material 
nature gross such as the law of gravitation and subtle such as the 
law of karma. 

But when predominance of materialism over spirituality disturbs 
the universal order, the Lord descends “to deliver the pious, 
annihilate the miscreants and re-establish divine principles”, 
says the Bhagavad Gita.

Krishna descends not just to maintain law, but to awaken love. 
The love that our heart longs for through relationships with 
various persons finds fulfilment only when it is reposed in the 
Supreme.  When we love Krishna, our love is never interrupted, 
never betrayed, never let down, never disappointed.

Unfortunately in this world of matter, all living beings are 
attracted not to the Lord of their heart but to matter and 
material enjoyment.  However, matter being limited and finite, 
it can never fulfil the unlimited desires of our spirit; material 
enjoyment satiates, but never satisfies.

God comes to the material world and performs superhuman 
activities which reveal His supreme nature and unparalleled 
love for all.  Krishna lifted the Govardhan mountain in order to 
protect His devotees from rains.  Such acts appear impossible 
to the sceptical mind, but an ant would similarly consider the 

lifting of a book by a human being as ‘impossible’.  For Krishna 
possessing unlimited power, such an act is not at all difficult.  
Realising the infinite love of Krishna enables us to return to the 
kingdom of God, with Him.

On Janmastami, Krishna entered the material world at midnight.  
This is significant. Midnight is the time of maximum darkness 
and from the moment the Lord appeared, the darkness started 
diminishing. Similarly, our heart is dark being afflicted by 
multiple anxieties and miseries.  But in the darkest hour of our 
lives, when we turn to Krishna, He appears in our heart, and 
all the darkness recedes and the light of eternal hope starts 
streaming in. 

The Lord appeared in a prison cell and then freed His parents of 
their shackles.  This indicates that all of us who are shackled by 
our own self-destructive desires can be freed by the Lord who 
appears in our heart which is obscured in darkness.  Janmastami 
celebrates Krishna’s presence in our hearts. 

Indeed, amidst all the chaos and disorder prevalent in this Kali 
yuga, why has the Lord not appeared as per His eternal promise 
in the Bhagavad Gita?  The Vedic scriptures declare, “kali kale 
nama rupe Krishna avatar” that in Kali Yuga the Lord incarnates 
in the form of His Holy Name.  All religions recommend chanting 
the names of God.  The Bible says “Let the Lord always be on 
your lips”, Islam exhorts the chanting of the 99 names of Allah. 

And among all the mantras empowered sound vibrations 
mentioned in Vedic scriptures, the maha-mantra “Hare Krishna 
Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama 
Rama Rama Hare Hare” is specially recommended for our age.   
So let us experience the love, care, protection and happiness 
of Janmastami, the appearance of the Lord in our hearts, by 
devotedly chanting His holy names.

Celebrate the spirit of 
Krishna consciousness

By Chaitanya Charan dasa
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Jaybel Office Choice

• Office Stationery
• Paper, Post & Books
• Filing Products 
• Ink & Toner 

• Technology & Accessories 
• Printers & Office Machines 
• Office Furniture
• Kitchen, Cleaning & Safety

We’re Australia’s favourite stationery & office products 
supplier. With access to over 60,000 products, we have 
every area of your workplace covered.

Jaybel Office Choice proudly support Brisbane Janmasthami 2016.

“Hi, I’m
 Joan
   The office manager.

I’m here to help 
make stationery 
& office products 
easy for you.”

w  jaybel.com.au     
p  07 3423 5888
e  sales@jaybel.com.au
e  07 3423 5899

a  Unit 11, 1472 Boundary Rd,
 Wacol QLD 4076     
a  Unit 5, 70 Fison Ave West,   
 Eagle Farm QLD 4009

Jaybel Office Choice proudly support Brisbane Janmastami 2019
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Ratha Yatra
By Sanatana Goswami dasa

HISTORY
Ratha-yatra, the Festival of The Chariots, originated 5000 years ago in Jagannatha Puri 
in Orissa on the North Eastern coast of India, where it is still observed by the entire 
population. Over 5 million people attend the event, and it is also celebrated in every 
town across India and also in many countries across the world. The main event is the 
enthronement of three large deities – Lord Jagannatha (Krishna), His brother Lord 
Balarama and Their sister Lady Subhadra – each onto Their own wooden chariot.

SIGNIFICANCE
‘Ratha-yatra’ – ‘ratha’ meaning ‘chariot’ and ‘yatra’ signifying ‘journey’ is a 
commemoration representing the longing of Lord Jagannatha to reunite with His dear 
friends and devotees. According to tradition, the Lord becomes lovesick once a year 
just prior to the festival. The pulling of the cart by the Lord’s devotees symbolises the 
attempt to bring Krishna, Balarama and Subhadra back to Vrindavana. Vrindavana can also 
represent the heart of Krishna’s devotee. Therefore, those pulling the Ratha-yatra chariot 
are also pulling peace and love of their Lord into their hearts. 

RATHA YATRA WORLDWIDE 
Srila Prabhupada, the founder of the Hare Krishna movement, was very fond of Ratha-
yatra. He would worship Lord Jagannatha during his childhood. When he was six 
years old, his father arranged for a small ratha and young Abhay (who later came to 
be known as Srila Prabhupada) would perform Ratha-yatra in his neighbourhood and 
distribute prasadam to all the children taking part in the festival. Thus, from the very 
beginning of his life, Srila Prabhupada would conduct Ratha-yatra. What once had been a 
childhood activity later became a world-wide celebration as Srila Prabhupada vigorously 
preached across the world.  He travelled to the West and introduced the first Ratha-yatra 
festival in San Fransisco in 1967.  By 1975 the festival became so popular that the mayor 
declared a Ratha-yatra day in San Fransisco. Today, Hare Krishna devotees hold Ratha-
yatra parades in many cities around the world. 

RATHA YATRA BRISBANE
Brisbane celebrated its 6th Annual Ratha-yatra festival in 2019.  The festival has grown 
each year and has now become a calendar event in Brisbane. The Brisbane CBD came alive 
with thousands of devotees singing and dancing. Traffic came to a stop for the colourful 
procession. This year’s festival was graced by special souls – Mukunda Goswami, Kadamba 
Kanana Swami, Ramai Swami, Kalasamvara Prabhu, Bhakta Prabhu and a lot of other local 
and federal government representatives which pumped in more power in devotees to pull 
the four and a half tonne chariot. Everyone was delighted to watch a chariot decorated 
with red and yellow canopy, which was adorned with swans and lotus flowers come 
down the street – with thousands of people singing and dancing around it. The festival 
continued at King George Square with many other festivities like Dance, Drama, Gita 
cards, Henna and Gopidots, Kids activities, Market stalls and free food. The organiser of 
this festival, Dvija Vara dasa, worked tirelessly along with other devotees to celebrate 
this festival in Brisbane. 

Your servant
Sanatana Goswami dasa
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For more information: facebook.com/uqurbanmonk

Urban Monk is our University of 
Queensland preaching program that has 
been running events for over 6 years. 
These programs are headed by a team 
of young local devotees, where we 
share Krishna Consciousness to open-
minded students and offer a peaceful 
space to practice bhakti-yoga. It 
gives us an opportunity to develop 
relationships with other like-minded 
people and guide them on their 

     spiritual journey. 
Our sessions include a short kirtan to settle our guests and we 
follow up with a short discourse with a different topic every week. 
We round off the discourse with a review of our talk with an open 
discussion for everyone to participate. Afterwards we serve a free 
prasadam dinner provided by Govindas restaurant. 
For one of our events we had a discussion on mental health titled 
“The Healthy Mind Platter”, where the balancing of life and spiritual 

health was addressed. This session was especially successful because 
guests were very keen on practising spirituality to regulate their 
daily routine outside of our events.
Running these programs throughout the semesters, I’ve personally 
gained inspiration to deepen my understanding of our Krishna 
Consciousness philosophy. We also get to see first-hand that our 
regular guests are slowly adding a little spirituality into their 
lives, which gives our team an appreciation and taste for outreach 
preaching. 
One of our regular guests at Urban Monk also attended this year’s 
Ratha-yatra festival and was able to have personal association with 
Kadama Kanana Swami. Afterwards he told us he had been listening 
to his lectures and kirtans prior to our programs and finally got the 
chance to see him. Facilitating our guests have been a wonderful 
experience and we encourage any students at UQ, (or anyone at all 
really), to come to our programs! 
Hare Krishna
Your servant
Gopinath

Urban Monk
By Gopinath 
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“Whenever there is new branch of our society for Krishna 
Consciousness I become very very happy, and my blessings in 
heart and soul are with you  I went to your country for spreading 
this information of Krishna Consciousness and you are helping 
me in my mission although I am not physically present there but 
spiritually I am always with you.  Our procedure is very simple 
and consistent.  We chant, we read form Bhagavad Gita and 
Srimad Bhagvatam and we distribute prasadam” 
These are Srila Prabhupada’s encouraging words in a letter from 
early in the establishment of ISKCON - in 1967 -written from 
Delhi to his disciples in Los Angeles, USA.

Fast forward to 2019 and devotees are working on Conscious 
Collective: a small centre here in Brisbane for introducing 
spiritual ideas to people who may never happen to come to 
our temple. So we need to take the teachings to the people 
and present it in a way and in an environment that is not only 
familiar for them, but attractive. 

Making Vedic wisdom approachable for people who are 
completely new to such a different culture is fraught with 
complexity. So we just try to keep to Srila Prabhupada’s formula 
and focus on just four simple things at Conscious Collective: 

    1. Kirtan - done in a way that new-comers are attracted by  
        and familiar with and that can be followed and sung 
        along to.

    2. Vedic wisdom - shared in a way where prior knowledge of 
        Vedic terms and ideas is not necessary, themes chosen that 
        are relevant and instructions that are practical for the 
        guests.

    3. Prasadam - at the end of every session, sanctified food that 
        is prepared to the local palette, is shared with guests.

    4.Sadhu Sanga - aside from inviting various sadhu’s from our 
       ISKCON community to hold lectures and kirtans, we strive 
       to serve our guests with Vaisnava hospitality and friendship.

 Many of these types of centres have been established all over 
the world and they serve a growing need to accommodate 
people. People who are interested in living a more spiritual 
lifestyle, but feel so disconnected, they would never consider 
visiting a temple. These centres provide special help to bridge 
the gap.

The idea is that when one is growing a young seedling, one first 
plants that seedling in a special isolated environment where all 
the ideal growing conditions can be maintained. Special care is 
given to the seedling in the beginning, then as it matures, it can 
be planted in an open forest to reach it’s full potential.

Young spiritual aspirants need special care as they become 
accustomed to an entirely different way of seeing the world. In 
this day and age because of all the different types of tamasic 
influences, people have to uncover much ignorance before they 
can begin to appreciate the sattvic principles. 

So Conscious Collective is not only an effort to share the great 
wisdom that Srila Prabhupada has made accessible to us, in a 
way that is accessible to the young and spiritually inquisitive, 
but our members find that it also nourishes their own spiritual 
creeper- as we engage in committed devotional service to try to 
serve the mission of Srila Prabhupada.

If you are interested to get involved - please contact us at:  Fb/consciouscollectivebrisbane  |  Consciouscollectivebrisbane@gmail.com

Conscious Collective
By Vraja Dhama dasa
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We guide all the way for...

Rajesh Gopal - Principal
(MARN 1065450)

M 0422 344 046

Ph: 31616307  

F: (07) 3112 0866

E: gopallawyers@gmail.com

Office 10,

1644 Logan Rd, Mt Gravatt,

Brisbane, QLD 4122

( at Mt Gravatt Showgrounds)

• Conveyancing

• Sale or Purchase of  

Business

• Family Law 

• Commercial Law

• Criminal Law

• Litigation

• Wills & Estates

• Building Disputes

• Migration

GOPAL LAWYERS
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Dear Vaishnavas, 

May your Janmastami be filled with deep remembrance of the 
Lord’s wonderful pastimes, and satisfying connection with His 
holy name, form and paraphernalia. We are so fortunate that 
Srila Prabhupada created a vehicle for us to associate together 
on this occasion and immerse ourselves in the Lord’s glories. 

I am reflecting on this year so far and am humbled by my 
experiences with some of the leading Vaisnavis in Brisbane 
Yatra. In my role as the Women’s Representative to the Women’s 
Ministry I contemplated how best to serve the community of 
Vaisnavis. My time to connect with the devotee community 
is sadly limited and the reach of the community is expanding 
rapidly. The best use of my time and experience seemed to be to 
focus on the women heading up program and projects and who 
are already serving others responsibly in the following roles:

Deity Worship - Krishna Bhavana devi dasi 
Sunday school - Jayshree devi dasi 
Saturday Feast Organisation - Varsana Radhe devi dasi 
Communications - Bhakti Candrika devi dasi
Conscious Collective Centre - Gita Lalasa devi dasi and Tulasi 
Bhakti devi dasi
Child Protection - Kadamba devi dasi 

I would like to honour the deep commitment to ISKCON Brisbane 
leading Vaisnavis have maintained over the last year. I would 
like to acknowledge how it is sometimes difficult to establish 
and sustain services over a long period of time. Leadership and 
management of Krishna’s devotees and His paraphernalia is an 
art, and it is my hope we can establish training and education 
for everyone in the community to blossom into flowers (highest 
potential), thus our spiritual masters may offer these fragrant 
and genuine flowers at the Lord’s lotus feet. It is my hope that 
these services listed above will continue to extend in quality and 
expand in quantity. 

Janmastami is a wonderful opportunity, a great moment to 
honour Vaishnavis who are actively serving. Each of us who is 
part of a community can value the Vaisnavis who expend time 
and energy to organise, train, facilitate and create opportunities 
for others to serve Krishna in meaningful ways. It is a moment 
for me to express gratitude as these ladies lead others, 

genuinely desiring to share the bliss of devotional service and 
expand Srila Prabhupada’s mission. 

In a reflection on leadership and management, I have been 
considering the challenges these women face and how difficult 
it can be to arrange hundreds of hours of high quality, voluntary 
and consistent ‘manpower’ to keep the community inspired and: 

- provide hundreds of hours of personal service to Their 
  Lordships each week. 
- teach young people and their parents Krishna culture. 
- roll out a feast program every Saturday. 
- consistently communicate with community members about 
  upcoming activities 
- ignite new preaching endeavours. 
- ensure the safety of our little ones and young adults. 

I would also like to acknowledge the Australasian Women’s 
Minister, Krishnarupa devi dasi for her travels around Australia 
providing training that seeks to mitigate some of the factors in 
ISKCON that harm devotees. Krishnarupa devi promotes equal 
opportunities, respect amongst the community members and 
creates learning opportunities for devotees to comprehend Srila 
Prabhupada’s vision of ISKCON as a movement that sees everyone 
as a servant of Krishna, above material designations. Domestic 
violence, bullying and sexual harassment sometimes occur in 
our communities, so Krishnarupa devi dasi trains and educates 
leaders and other devotees to be outstanding members of the 
community, to protect the vulnerable and act with compassion, 
culture and kindness. We all require healthy boundaries to be 
safe and Krishnarupa is making a huge effort to remind leaders 
about healthy power and empowerment. 

This Janmastami I pray that as a community and as individuals, 
we can progress towards working in harmony and with healthy 
connections. The large number of dedicated and committed 
servants required to make things run smoothly is acknowledged 
here. The Vaisnavis mentioned above provide sustainable 
programs that serve the needs of the devotee community and 
non devotees. I acknowledge that earnestness and sacrifice, 
and wish these leaders all the best for the next year, with the 
blessings of the Lord. 

Vaisnavi Report
By Taraka devi dasi 
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Supreme 
Unbeatable 
Matchless 
Sale – SUMS
By Svaha devi dasi

Did you hear about the annual sale?  It lasts for 

a month and usually begins in October.  Nothing 

compares to this sale because everyone can afford 

to purchase.  The price is affordable and multiplies 

thousands of times.  So, the item is on sale and the 

payment multiplies.  Now, that is a genuine sale.

What is the item?  Something that everyone is 

hungry for.  A need for the soul.

It is love that has no conditions, does not expire, 

rather increases as time goes by, a source of 

happiness that is very satisfying.  Actually, it is an 

investment that is positively geared forever.  

An inheritance that you can take with you wherever 

you go.  

Kartik is a month during which along with Diwali 

and Govardhan Puja numerous other festivals 

are celebrated such as the Appearance of Radha 

Kunda and Shyam Kunda, Gopastami when Krishna 

begins to look after the cows and the celebrated 

exchanges between the All Attractive and His 

topmost devotees.  All to enrich the spiritual 

experience.

Yes, the love of the all attractive personality, 

Krishna is on sale.  During the month you open your 

home and let Krishna in.  The agents, the devotees 

are eager to explain about your purchase in the 

comforts of your home at your own convenience 

by singing and discussing the transcendental love 

affairs of Krishna for an hour or so. There had been 

various home programs last year and with you 

opening your place up, even more programs can be 

done this year.  

It is a family affair and inviting those dear to 

you, just adds flavor to the occasion.  Sometimes 

there are presentations like a puppet show or skits 

performed by those present with loads of laughter 

– a celebration indeed.  All for your exquisite 

purchase.  Yes, wealth is measured by how many 

things you have that money cannot buy.  

Of course, there are many bonuses.  Skanda 

Purana states “A person who offers a lamp during 

the month of Kartik attains a result that cannot 

be obtained with even a hundred yajnas or a 

hundred pilgrimages”  Then what to speak of your 

enthusiasm to do one or all of the following; having 

a home program to hear and chant, coming to the 

temple, thinking and remembering Krishna’s name, 

form, qualities and pastimes, giving charity to 

make this offer available to all and anything that is 

with the intention to please Krishna, the darling of 

mother Yasoda.

To invite Krishna this year into your home during the most auspicious month of Kartika from 15 Oct – 12 Nov, 

please contact:  Mukunda Kumar dasa  - 0430 463 743 or  Krishna Bhavana dasi – 0435 920 081
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Shop 2, 1933 Logan Road
Upper Mount Gravatt
Brisbane QLD 4122

Phone: 07 3195 5089
Email: dipak@ddlawyers.com.au

Would you like to see your 
Business Grow?

Simply put an Ad here to reach 20,000 + readers !

Relax and let the power of advertising  
do the work for you ...

 
For more details on how to advertise, please contact: 

Dipak Maharaj  e: 678dipak@gmail.com  m: 0423 156 780 | Jigar Rana  e: ranacjigar@gmail.com  m: 0411 815 204
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Preparation time 60 minutes 

400g Paneer or tofu
6 medium potatoes
6 medium carrots
3 celery sticks
7 sheets of seaweed
Black pepper
Black salt
Turmeric
Vegetarian mayonnaise

Method
1. Boil potatoes and carrots and leave them to cool.
2. Take seaweed and soak in 1/2 cup of warm   
    water, then blend it.
3. Grate all paneer or tofu, but set some aside for 
    garnishing.
4. Peel the boiled potatoes and carrots.
5. Mix paneer or tofu with blended seaweed.
6. Add black salt and black pepper.
7. Spread mixture onto tray or plate.
8. Spread mayo on top.
9. Grate carrot on top and spread another layer of mayo.
10.Grate celery and potatoes, then spread mayo  
     to complete the final layer.
11.Mix the left over paneer or tofu with turmeric  
     to make it yellow. 
12.Use this paneer or tofu and herbs to garnish the Mimoza.

Preparation time: 20 minutes

300g Oats
150g Dates
100g Almonds
120g Walnuts
2tbs Peanut Butter
100g Carob Powder 
2 large Bananas
3tbs Honey

Method
1.Soak dates in hot water for 15 minutes.
2.Blend Oats, walnuts and almonds.
3.Add carob powder, bananas, honey, dates and  
   peanut butter.
4.Blend thoroughly.
5.Roll into balls.

This is a good source of protein for breakfast.

Sugar Free Bliss Balls

Salad Mimoza 

Krishna's Cuisine 
By Radha Thakurani dasi
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East or West, Gopal’s Glorious Gang (GGG) is the best. We are a 
kids sanga and our mission is to help each child become a 
well-rounded human being through intellectual, personal and 
spiritual growth and in this way make our society a better place. 
Our three paths are:

  • Wisdom requires us as individuals to be reflective and   
     thoughtful and to realise our purpose in the journey of life. 
  • Our virtues of respect, courage, discipline, responsibility, 
     integrity and gratitude underpin our approach to character 
     formation.
  • Spiritual insight means to understand who we are and what 
     the nature of the world around us is and our position within 
     the world. Spirituality is made relevant and accessible to all 
     irrespective of faith and belief.

We started in 2014 as a small group with around 20 children in 
a little room. Today we have evolved into a more structured 
group with around 80 children from 4 to 16 years. The classes 
are divided based on the age with Madhava Group including 
children from 4 to 6 years, Damodar Group from 7 to 10 years 
and Madan Mohan Group from 11 to 16 years.  You can see us at 
the Centenary State High School J Block every Sunday (except 
school term holidays) from 9 am to 12 pm. Our kids learn Vedic 
wisdom, enjoy playing musical instruments, engage in a variety 
of theatre performances, Krishna conscious games, yoga and 
much more. Our curriculum focuses on different themes each 
term and there are different activities for each age group. In 
the Madhava group, we focus on shloka recitation, stories and 
crafts in a playful setting. The Damodar group focuses on shloka 

recitation with meaning, bhajans/songs, stories, philosophy and 
Krishna conscious games/activities to reinforce the philosophical 
concepts. The Madan Mohan group curriculum focuses on 
understanding and applying philosophical concepts in real life, 
shloka recitation with contemplation and Srimad Bhagavatam 
katha. The Damodar and Madan Mohan group children undertake 
a project at the end of each term.

Our junior kids performed the play, ‘Nimai eats the Brahmana’s 
offering’ for the pleasure of Lord Chaitanya on His appearance 
day. The senior kids staged the Ramayana play at the Rama 
Navami event organised by the Brisbane Telugu Association. They 
enacted the Jagannath drama at the Festival of Chariots. All the 
kids participate in a variety of kirtan programmes throughout the 
year including Harinama, Managala arati and Gaura arati. On this 
very auspicious Janmastami day, they have lots of surprises for 
Lord Krishna and His devotees. Please be there to support them. 

We have holiday programs as well. During the term break, we 
went to the New Govardhana goshala to feed the cows and 
tour the organic farm. Our kids enjoyed Harinama and a special 
movie night followed by prasadam. The highlight of our holiday 
program was the special kids Ratha-yatra at the Rocks Riverside 
Park. The kids enjoyed serving Lordships Jagannath, Baladev and 
Subhadra. They performed kirtan, arati, enthusiastically pulled 
the cart and served prasadam to the devotees.
Our program is wholly run by volunteers who have a passion 
for children’s education. Anyone who has a little attraction for 
children is welcome to support us anytime. Please contact us if 
you would like to support us or enrol your child in GGG.

Krishna Kids Sanga 
By The Gopal’s Glorious Gang team

For more information please contact: Jayshree dasi at cainpng@yahoo.com
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Krishna Kids Corner 
1. The annual celebration of Sri Krishna’s birthday is known as
A) Janmastami
B) Rasa Purnima
C) Jhulan Purnima
D) Holi Festival

2.  Krishna was the 8th son of Vasudeva and
A) Yashoda
B) Devaki
C) Rohini
D) Kausalya

3.  Representations in temples often show Krishna associated 
     with his brother Balarama and sister?
A) Rukmini
B) Satyabhama
C) Subhadra
D) Satyabhama

4.  Which name was given to Krishna to reflect his attribute as 
     the “Protector of the cows”?
A) Jagannatha
B) Mohan
C) Gopala
D) Govinda

5.  On which river bank did Krishna play His flute?
A) Sarasvati
B) Yamuna
C) Kaveri
D) Godaveri

Let’s help little Krishna to 
find a pot of the butter
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Phone: (07 3376 5555)

 Catering
Want an event with a delicious 

vegetarian meal, to order 
our catering services,

call 07 3210055  
or write to 

brisbanegovindas@gmail.com

graphic arts & web design / photography
wedding & corporate video / event coverage

/darshan.arts.design      /darshan_arts_design 

    /darshanmedia

beria valencia (bhakti)
graphic arts 

mob: 0431 697 336

denver mccarthy (vraj) 
video & photography 
mob: 0400 362 588
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Tel: +61731629237   Fax: +61738786505    

Mobile: +61411375165   Email: info@kaana.com.au  

www.kaana.com.au

Address : Unit 9/70 Flanders street, Salisbury, QLD 4107



30

We have been serving delicious meals for more than 20 years in 
Brisbane. Our menu is healthy, vegetarian and cooked fresh daily from 

only the finest ingredients sourced from local providers.

FB/brisbanegovindas       
www.brisbanegovindas.com.au

Vegan & Gluten free Options!

Dine in | Take-away | Catering | Delivery

Dine in | Take-away 

Dine in | Take-away

Brisbane CBD 
 

358 George St, CBD | Ph - 3210 0255
Mon - Fri: 7am to–8pm | Sat: 11am to–8pm

Breakfast: Mon - Fri: 7am to 11am

West End  
82 Vulture St. West End | Ph: 0404 173 027

Lunch: Mon - Sat: 11am to–3pm | Dinner: Mon - Sat: 5pm to–8pm

Fortitude Valley  
226 Brunswick St | Near train station | Ph:  0423 201 124 

Lunch: Mon to Fri : 11am to 7pm
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